Subject: Preliminary Trail Proposal to connect La Costa Preserve to the Elfin Forest Preserve
Purpose:   This document is a preliminary trail proposal to connect two open space areas in northern portion of San Diego County.  This document is meant to convene information, spur on meaningful discussion, and identify the actionable steps required for approval of the connector.
Background

The Rancho La Costa Habitat Conservation Area ranges from El Camino Real to Elfin Forest within the Cities of Carlsbad and San Marcos and the County of San Diego. Although the site is broken into many parcels, the total land owned by the Center is close to 1,500 acres. The preserve includes Box Canyon, a very steep, but unique feature of the area. This site has been protected as mitigation to off-set impacts of development projects in the vicinity and acts as a regional corridor connecting Batiquitos Lagoon and Lake Hodges. The site is biologically rich site and representative of the high diversity of coastal San Diego County's natural habitats. 1

Elfin Forest Preserve is a spectacular 750-acre open space park and recreational area was developed by the Olivenhain Water District, in partnership with the San Diego County Water Authority (Authority) and the U.S. Department of the Interior-Bureau of Land Management, as an element of the Olivenhain Water Storage Project. One of San Diego County 's most precious natural resources, the Reserve currently offers approximately 13 miles of hiking, mountain biking, equestrian trails, primitive picnic areas, and scenic mountain viewing points. In addition, the natural beauty of the Reserve includes such native plant communities as oak riparian, oak woodland, coastal sage scrub and chaparral. 


Owned by the San Diego County Water Authority and operated and managed by the Olivenhain Water District, the Reserve has been designed to unify the interests of domestic water supply development, natural resources management and recreational opportunities. Located on Harmony Grove Road , near the rural Elfin Forest Community, the Reserve provides a wealth of opportunities for recreational use, educational research and environmental appreciation. 2

While both of these areas provide a quality multi-use trail experience for nearby North County residents, that are both lacking in overall mileage required to be considered a top-notch, premier, or destination trail network.  

Goal:

Connect the two preserves via a multi-use single track trail to provide a high-quality user experience for hikers, equestrians, mountain bikers, birders, trail-runners, and others.  This trail, via way of the Del Dios Highlands trail, would also provide a connection into the larger county trail arteries such as the San Dieguito River Trail. 
This connection would primarily be done via a combination of the following:

· Using existing sewer and water easements

· Historically and currently used single tracks

· Constructing new hand-built single track 
Proposed Trail Description.

The connector trail is divided into a western and eastern portion for the purposes of description and planning purposes.  The Suerte Del Este fire road where drops into and crosses through Escondido Creek is line of demarcation for the western and eastern portions of this proposed trail. (33° 3'37.82"N, 117°10'47.82"W)
1. The Eastern Portion

The Eastern portion of the connector involves two accesses into the Elfin Forest.  The first is from the Creek Side trail at the end of the northwestern boundary. (In the area of 33° 5'6.22"N, 117° 8'53.45"W) The other access point is from the end of the Cielo Trail at the southwestern boundary (33° 3'53.80"N, 117° 8'44.56"W) below the dam.  
A. Segment 1 - Creek Side Trail Access.


From the northwestern boundary of Elfin Forest on the Creek Side Trail there is an existing and well-used single track continuing west to the Escondido Sewer Easement.  The Escondido Sewer Easement roughly follows the path of Escondido Creek  some 40 feet of elevation above and 30 to 50 yards to the south or east of the creek in most places.  The Escondido Sewer Easement joins the Olivenhain Water District Easement in the vicinity of 33° 3'49.45"N, 117°10'14.09"W.   This area is colloquially known as “The Car Wash” due to the easements crossing Escondido Creek with its annual water flow.

The Escondido Sewer Easement to Elfin Forest segment is a nearly level dirt road with offer pretty views down into the Escondido Creek Watershed. There are also several predominately equestrian trails that cross the area.


Land Ownership:  While verification will been needed, early research shows that the land to the creek-side of the Escondido Sewer Easement is almost entirely owned by the San Diego County Water Authority.   There is one parcel owned by the Escondido Creek Conservancy.   (As of the time of this writing, their executive director has been made aware of this proposal)


This proposal seeks to gain recreational access to this easement.

B. Segment 2 - Cielo Trail Access


From junction of the  Escondido Sewer Easement and the Olivenhain Water District Easement in the vicinity of 33° 3'49.45"N, 117°10'14.09"W.  (AKA “The Car Wash”) There is a historically used single track trail heading east up a canyon towards 33° 3'49.64"N, 117° 9'28.97"W and then continuing to the east to the current bottom of the Cielo Trail at Elfin Forest. (33° 3'53.80"N, 117° 8'44.56"W)  Prior to the start of construction of the Olivenhain Dam this trail was used to connect into the large pre-dam trail network in the area.  Once construction started on the dam, users diverted off of this trail to the north at 33° 3'49.64"N, 117° 9'28.97"W to other trails in the area.  The eastern half of this trail to the Cielo trail became completely overgrown in many areas, but the trail thread can still be identified in most areas. 

Land Ownership:  Multiple Owners. The San Diego County Water Authority has spillway easement rights through this area.  The trail is already on the San Diego County General Trail Plan (SANGIS layer: 529, OBJECTID 2407) as a planned community trail.3
   One issue with the current General Trails Plan is that the far eastern end of the trail passes through four parcels slated for homes. (Parcels: 2643220400, 2643220500, 2643221100, 2643221900)  Our proposed route more closely follows the original and historically used trail route and does not cross into those parcels slated for homes.  Instead the proposed trail more closely follows the contour of the canyon and remains within the San Diego County Water Authority spillway easement (Parcels: 2643230900, 2643230100, 2644140600, 2641201100, 2641200200, 2641201600) 4

This proposal seeks to permission to have volunteers rehabilitate and reopen this preexisting connector trail through this area.  

C. Segment 3 - Olivehain Water District Easement 

After reviewing the Olivenhain Easement from the area of 33° 3'49.45"N, 117°10'14.09"W (Car Wash) eastward to 33° 3'57.88"N, 117° 9'37.35"W, we do not view this easement as a viable option for recreational use as it severely steep and paved with grooved concrete.

The Olivenhain Easement from the area of 33° 3'49.45"N, 117°10'14.09"W (Car Wash) westward to the junction of the Suerte Del Este fireroad is also steep and paved or concreted.  This provides virtually not redeeming trail experience qualities.  
There is a proposed trail already planned to go through this area on the San Diego County General Trail Plan (SANGIS layer: 529, OBJECTID 998) as a planned community trail.   The trail on the general plan is within parcels 2641110600 and 2641111000 owned by the Olivenhain Municipal Water District.  This proposed trail would suffer from the same steep grades that make this section of the easement unsuitable for recreational use.

This proposal seeks approval to build a singletrack trail to the north of Escondido Creek from the Car Wash area to just north of where the Suerte Del Este fire road crosses Escondido Creek (33° 3'37.82"N, 117°10'47.82"W).  The trail would be a gradual contour trail that would follow along the upper tree line of the canyon.  This proposed section of trail is entirely contained with the parcel 2641111100 owned by Lennar Bridges LLC. 

2. The Western Portion.


The western portion of the proposed trail starts from where the Suerte Del Este fire road crosses Escondido Creek (33° 3'37.82"N, 117°10'47.82"W) and proceeds northwest to the two water storages tanks at the top of Ranch Summit Drive (33° 4'49.28"N, 117°12'0.43"W).  Eastward beyond those two storage tanks is an established and legal trail already part of the Rancho La Costa Preserve trail system.  Most of this land through this area is marked with Center for Natural Land Management or Olivenhain Municipal Water District signs.
A. Segment One – Escondido Creek Overlook Trail
Escondido Creek is extremely picturesque with both flora and near sheer canyon walls to the east of the Suerte Del Este fire road crossing (33° 3'37.82"N, 117°10'47.82"W).  There is an existing creek-side trail that travels east from the Suerte Del Este for about 1/4th of a mile.   The proposed trail would split off from that trail and proceed northward on an old fireroad cut up out of the canyon.   Once out of the canyon it would turn west and proceed west-southwest following the lip of the canyon out to a point of interest tentatively called the Escondido Creek Overlook at  33° 3'43.03"N, 33° 3'43.03"N.  From there the trail would follow the contour of the hillside around to the west and gradually slope down to intersect the Olivenhain Easement at 33° 3'54.83"N, 117°11'5.85"W. 

The main theme of this segment is provided users with a quality trail experience while viewing this section of the Escondido Creek watershed without impacting it.   Bringing the trail all the way up to the Olivenhain Easement vice cutting directly across the canyon to the northwest was to provide an egress/ingress point for emergency services should they ever be needed.  From the point where the Escondido Overlook Trail intersections the Olivenhain Easement (33° 3'54.83"N, 117°11'5.85"W), the trail will turn back to the south-southwest and start contouring up a hillside towards the top of the canyon lid marked by a power pole in the vicinity of 33° 3'46.44"N, 117°11'12.14"W.  The trail will have several switchbacks to keep the grade gradual for both trail sustainability and a positive trail user experience.  This proposed section of trail is contained within the parcel 2641111100 owned by Lennar Bridges LLC and parcel 2641111200 owned by the Center for Natural Land Management.
B. Segment Two


Once the trail gets out of the shallow canyon it will turn to the northwest and will contour over the next two small rises before turning in a more northwardly direction before intersection with the dirt road, Canyon De Oro at  33° 4'11.87"N, 117°11'27.11"W.  The portion of this trail from 33° 3'55.98"N, 117°11'26.94"W to Canyon De Oro is an existing trail that will only need minor trail work to make suitable for use. This segement passes through parcels 2641040400 and 2641040500 owned by HCC Investers.Parcels 2641040300, 2641040200 owned by Olivenhain Municipal Water Districts. Parcel 2640322100 owned by Astinger Edwards, and Parcel 2640322500.
C. Segment Three


The next segment of trail to be build proceeds from the north side of the Canyon De Oro dirt road at 33° 4'11.87"N, 117°11'27.11"W and switchbacks uphill and to the west come out at the junction of  Canyon De Oro and Fortuna Del Sur/Seaquest Trail junction.  This trail passes through parcels 2640321400, 2640322400 and 2640321400
D. Segment Four

From here the trail can use Canyon De Oro for a short distance and then turn off to the north onto an existing equestrian trail at 33° 4'15.08"N, 117°11'37.39"W.  The equestrian will soon will soon turn up to the north east and a new trail will proceed roughly north-northwest roughly paralleling halfway between the canyon bottom and Rancho Summit Drive up to just north of the two water storage tanks at 33° 4'57.23"N, 117°11'53.51"W.   This segment passes through parcel 2645901900 owned by Torrey Pacific Corporation and parcels 2230810500, 2640321200, 2640321300 all owned by the Olivenhain Municipal Water District.  Additionally, the Torrey Pacific Corporation parcel (2645901900) is designated as a biological open space easement (Easement ID: 29615) under the Encinitas jurisdiction. 5
3.   Desired Approval Phases


While we have described three phases/priorities here as part of this proposals are by no means need to be sequential.   They can all be pursued for concurrent efforts. 


Phase 1 – Be granted a recreational access to the sewer and water easements on along the proposed connector.


Phase 2 – Bless/reopen the existing singletrack in Segment Two of the eastern portion of the connector.


Phase 3 – Approve and construct the new singletracks described in this document.
 
4. Further Information
This document as well as support graphics power point slides can be found at 

http://www.mountainbikebill.com/blog/?page_id=38
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Bill Porter

Member, San Diego Mountain Bike Association

bill@mountainbikebill.com
Rich Julian

Board Member, San Diego Mountain Bike Association

rfj1@cox.net
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